G-I1I-A-075 1923-25
Pennsylvania Electric Power Plant

Hoyes Run

Private

The power plant is a rectangular, three-story structure resting
on a poured concrete foundation. Its facade points NE. The walls
are constructed of brick, laid in 6-course American bond over a
steel frame. Above the first floor is a concrete belt course. At
the top of the building is a simple cornice with a flat roof.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Pennsylvania Electric Power Plant is located on a private road on the
E side of the Youghiogheny River, approximately .5 miles SW of Hoyes Run. The
plant lies at the S end of a 400-foot tailrace which runs N into the River.

The power plant is a rectangular, three-story structure resting on a
poured concrete foundation. Its facade points NE. The walls are constructed
of brick, laid in 6-course American bond over a steel frame. Above the first
floor is a concrete belt course. At the top of the building is a simple cornice
with a flat roof.

There is one recessed triple window on the facade, set into the two upper
stories. The side elevations (SE and NW) contain four narrow, recessed windows,
also set into the two upper stories. Below the belt course are smaller windows.

NE of the building is a steel power transmission structure.

The power plant contains two 12,000 horsepower Allis-Chalmers generators
“which are capable of transmitting 110,000 volts of electric power. Running SE

of the power plant are two steel penstocks with a diameter of six feet and a
length of 685 feet to a steel surge tank with a diameter of 35 feet and a height
of 53 feet. Southeast of the surge tank runs a tunnel which rumns 7155 feet to
the Deep Creek Lake Dam.

The dam is an earth—-filled concrete core-wall dam with a height of 62 feet
and a length of’13000 feet. The core wall measures 28 inches at the bottom and
16 inches at the top, and the spillway measures 300 feet wide by 200 feet long.
The elevation at the top of the spillway wall is 2462 feet.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Schlosnagle states that 'in 1921 Maryland's General Assembly granted
the Youghiogheny Hydro-Electric Corporation, a subsidiary of the Pennsylvania
Electric Corporation of Johnstown, exclusive rights to investigate the
water power possibilities of the Youghiogheny river and its tributaries for the
generation of electricity.’

After some deliberation, the corporation decided to proceed with
the Deep Creek project. By 1923 they had purchased 140 farms at an
average price of fifty-five dollars an acre. Construction began November 1,

— 1923. The lake began to fill January 16, 1925 and the power plant began
operation July 6, 1925. The power so generated serves customers in western
Pennsylvania.
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